URBAN ADAPT
OBJECTIVES
The LIFE Urban Adapt project aims to contribute
to reducing the effects of climate change in the
city. Close cooperation between the municipality,
its residents, businesses and other civil society
organisations is necessary in order to realise climate
change measures fully and rapidly.

URBAN ADAPT
The LIFE Urban Adapt project is a cooperation between
the City of Rotterdam, RWS Ministry
of Infrastructure and the Environment and World
Wildlife Fund in the Netherlands to reduce the effects of
climate change. To make Rotterdam more climate proof
and a greener city new measures
are being tested and evaluated in its test areas New
Meuse river and Zomerhofkwartier. The participatory
approach with residents, businesses and civil society
organisations is central in the LIFE Urban Adapt project.

The project, therefore, shows two innovative
participatory approaches, in two very different urban
environments.
1. The first demonstration project “Tidal

park” is about making the Nieuwe Maas
more environmental friendly and thus more
climate resilient. It focuses on a cooperation
with institutional parties.

2. The second demonstration project,

“Zomerhofkwartier” is a neighbourhood
project in the city centre that focuses on a
close cooperation between residents,
businesses and civil society organisations.

LIFE Urban Adapt is making its approach accessible to
other cities, sharing knowledge which can be applied
to their specific context.

This project has been
co-financed with LIFE funding
from the European Union

Climate adaptation in practice

To be future-proof, neighbourhoods need to be energyneutral, climate-proof and green, and they need to
have good social cohesion. For the latter, resident
and business participation is crucial. How can this be
achieved? The answer is to involve them in the process
from an early stage.
Testing and demonstrating the climate street concept
Vijverhofstraat

ZOMERHOF
KWARTIER
DISTRICT(ZoHo)
Laboratory for a climate change resilient district

TIDAL PARK

New parks on the banks of the new Meuse

Ten parties are working together on the banks of the
New Meuse river to create attractive new parkland
areas in the Rotterdam region.
Over the next few years, the introduction of lush
greenery and a healthy cover of riparian vegetation
to the river banks and the tide-influenced estuary will
result in the creation of an attractive new landscape:
the tidal park.
The tidal park pilots of Mallegatspark and
Nassauhaven are part of the LIFE Urban Adapt project.

Rainwater system: 1.Normal rain shower 2.Heavy rain (until 50 mm)
3.Emergency overflow

The Zomerhofkwartier district in Rotterdam (also
known as ZoHo) is located on the edge of the centre
of Rotterdam. In Zomerhofkwartier, climate change
resilience and area development are tackled in
tandem. This is also one of the basic principles of the
2013 Rotterdam Adaptation Strategy. In this respect,
we are particularly looking to combine these efforts
with measures to improve the quality and enhance the
green appearance of external public spaces.
The simultaneous application of both a top-down and
a bottom-up approach in improving the district opens
up opportunities for innovations, creates support for
new ideas, and enables us the expedite the processes
by combining them with sewer maintenance work,
for example. As a result, Zomerhofkwartier will
become a laboratory for spatial adaptation where
new applications and concepts will be tested and
demonstrated.

The new ambiance

Ambassadors (entrepreneurs and residents) organise
participation. There is an active maintenance role for
the residents, e.g. their own facade gardens

